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WMIESTARK. M2 Speaker, Lrise with my colleagues Representative Ben Cardin of the Third Congressional District of Maryland and

Representative Steny Hoyer of the Fifth: Congressional District of Maryland today to bring o our colleagues’ altention an excellent
article that appeared in the Inside Annapolis Magazine this month about a family business in Galesville, MD. The business, Smith.
Brothers, Inc., is an cxcellent example of American ingenuity and entrepreneiirship. We are proud to know Kenzeth Smith and his son
Jeff Smith and would like to congratulate them on the recent acknowledgement of their value to the community. America needs more
people like the Smiths, who have a can-do attitude and are willing to work hard to excel: We have atached a copy of the-article, which
explains:some of the history of the company and family and how their attitude has helped them in business and dife-

Smith Brothors;

"When the makers'of the upcoming romantic
comedy starmting Matthew MacCounaughney and
Sarah Jessica Parker came to Maryland scont-
ing Jocations. and resources, onc of their first
stops was in the quiet village of Galesville; just
south of Annapolis. The film includes multiple
$cenes of frolicking  dolphins and the marine
coordinators needed a way 16 transport the ra-
dio-controlled stand-ins" as well as millions
of dollars worth of camera and|sound equip-
meat around the Bay. They found what they
'were looking for at: Smith Brothess; an eighty-
seven-year-old family business that provides
tugboat and barge services for customers as di-
verse as Paramount Pictores, the Lincoln Tun-
nel and the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant.
The company ’s extensive flees of charter equip-
ment s the largest between Baltimore and Nor-
folk. Marine contractors rent'Smith Brothers;
cquipment 1o build piersand bulkheads, dredge
channels and shoot off fireworks. The story of
how. Smith Brothers became the “Tone 'stop
shop” for tugs, barges, cranes, ‘anchors and
chains goes back . , . way back . . . and is best
told by the company’s president. Kenneth Smith.
the last of the Smith Brothers-

T Our family had been bere in Galesville for
several generations when my: older brothers
began the business in 1918, says. Smith. T
deed, an occupancy notice dated 1952 1s tacked
(o the bulletin board in the office on Tenthouse
Creek, notes that the premises has been legal
since 1862. Back then, the Smiths, like mostof
their neighbors ‘in southem Anne Arundel
County; were oystermen. Bui they were alsa en-
|[trepreneurs; operating a lime kiln which reduced
the oyste shells into fertilizer for other major
mdustry of the area, farming. In/ 1916, 1he ¢l-
.dest of the seven Smith Brothers, J. Edward
“*Eddy" and Nelson began to freight oystersby
truck o Washington's ‘dandies. “Eddy and
Nelson made a great team," recalls'the moch
younger Kenneth, who is now. ninety. He and
his older'sister "Agnes. are the only Siblings of
the original ning that remain. ‘Agaes, a former
postsmistress in Galesville, at 101still serves
as a social and historical center for the commui-
nity Kenneth comes o work each day and re-
mains active in the business.

“*After World War I, when Eddy came home,
he and Nelson and/Captain: Oscar Harlge be-
gan to build docks around the river, that is how
they, got started.” says Keaneth Smith. As'the

Building ona Firm Foundation

tourist trade and summer homes with docks
sprang up along the West River. Pile driving
overtook oystering as the Smiths! primary o¢-
cupation. Captain Oscar Harige, 2 member of a
family whose name 15 $ynonymous with yacht-
ing:on the Bay, sold his portioa of the business

't his friends, the Smithis, for 31 to take & posi-

tion 'as captain. 2board a private
yacht.Ultimately, six of the seven brothers and
one close friend, Robert Leatherbury, became
Smith! Brathers. Inc. The brothers were very
hard-working and quickly built a reputation as
high-quality contractors. Throughout: the. 20’
and 305 taking meager salaries and pumng ev-
ety spare cent into the business, the brothers
grew the company. World War IT took Kenneth
and: many’ of the workers overseas, but when
they retumed., the business began' to thive:
Crews worked on the fand as well'as the water,
building bridges for the Baltimore Beltway
(695), the West Virginia Tumnpike and up and
down the Eastern Shore. Many Annapolis wa-
terfront landmarks were built on'the firm foun-
dation'of Smith Brothers. A railway at Trumpy's
was installed by Camroll Smith: who forged a
long-lasting relationship with the fabled boat
builder. (On the <ity dock, pilings under the
Marriott were driven by Camoll's crew:along-
side other larger contractors. Bulkheading was:
built near what is now Fawceit's by the broth-
crs: Kenneth remembers’the unusual payment
scheme developed Tor that project,

“That land was owned by Bert Spriggs: (a car

dealer) and when 'we finished up . the bulkhead,
ane of my brothers said to im, ™ Say, how.about
insicad of puying us withia check we just pick
out some new cars?" and darned if he dida't go
alongwith that.” says Kenneth chuckling-ar the
thought ~“Who wonld go'aleng with that, to-
day?" Today. thece is a quiet dignity- to Ken-
oeth Smith ag hie recalls the old times. Hess a
man who has spcnmcllow:rhalf aceatury both
as a crack crane Operator and a respected busi-
nessman. Kenneth bought out his brothers ong
by one and today he-and his'son, Jeffi have
moved the company: in & new direction,

~ Competition for the type of bridge building
and pile driving we always did gotvery suffin
the fate 80's." says Jeff Smith: He'and his father

(By Kathy Bergren Smith)

ity dwellers from Washington' began 1o take
"drives in their new autoniobiles. the face of bay
> country. began to-change. Boarding houses and
marinss were built toiaccommodate the new!

made¢ the tough decision (o stop bidding and et
the crews go. W izd o alterative at the timé,"”
he says:There were slso creative ways of deal-
ing with overdue bills/that would not fly today .

. Tike thie rime thiat the owner of a large vacation
homt: in south county balked at paying fora pier
built: by Nejson and his crew. Before aking the
g back to Galesville, Nefson confronted the
owper about payment. When the owner refused
to pay, Nelson' gave the sigaal'to the crane op-
erator to crank up the pile driver. He then posi-
toned the crane to begintearing out the pier. Ken-
neth cannot control his Jaughter.as he recalls the
man “running down the pier waving a check!”
Instéad of doing the contracting themselves. Ken-
neth and Jeff began 1o rent equipment (o other
contractors. Their six- acre construction yard in
Galesville has gradually become’a ™ rentit” cen-
1er for those engaged in heayy construction. Jefl
and his father haye biilt an inventocy of barges
and tugboats and cranes; plus the intangible as-
set-of Kenneth's vast experieace. The g and
barge fleet has grown in size and scope-and the
Smith Brothers' red and white colors can be found
from New: York to Flodda Around the Bay, the
newest addition to the flectis the Megalodon, a
50" tugboat named for the prehistoric shark that
roamed' the Tocal ‘waters:: Megalodon was' the
product of the latest Galesville collaborarion be-
tween the Smiths and Hartges. Capl. Olcar
Hartge's ‘grandson. Presion, is the operations:
manager at Smith Brothers. Whea the company
decided it-was time 10 build'a new: tug; Preston
took the project on'with vigor.

**It has. come full circle here; our families haye:
bath'been part: of the maritime, history; ofthis;
county and Jeft and I'are both'committed to con-
tinuing owrlegacy,” says Hartge. Keaneth is mov-
ing inlo asupperting ole at the yard, and hctoo‘
is pleo.scd to:see the 'company continuing to’
thrive.

*You know, very few family businesses survive,

all too often the hard work of on¢ generation is;
squandered: on youog people, but the Smith
Brothers' philosophy, has always been 10 work:
Hard and not to ask anyoné to do'something you
would not be willing to yourself. | sce that same:
quality today; here at/the:yard when Feff ‘and
Prestonare out there ogether arguing, it reminds’
me of theold days when the brothers would cuss
and fossiand theo g0’ out and have dinner io-
gether.”

Presentod Hhis trenty-seventh day of Octobier, 2005, By e Honorable Tete Surk, 'a Representative i Corgress from the State of California




